REPRESSION OF POLISH NATIONAL MOVEMENT.      6ot

Thus repression took on a Russian and Orthodox character, and
was more systematic than in 1832.

It began with the Lithuanian provinces. Mouravief, appointed
governor-general of the four Lithuanian governments, in May,
1863, subjected the country to a " military civil administration."
In each district an officer, called prefect of war and invested with
absolute power, was charged with the supervision of all the au-
thorities, clergy, and landowners; he was to dismiss every office-
holder, arrest and send before a council of war every individual
suspected of having aided the insurgents or even of not having
denounced them* He was to sequestrate the estates of any who
should give assistance to the insurgents or attempt to overthrow
the government. Mouravief systematically crushed the Polish
aristocracy. He imposed an income tax of 10 per cent, on the
estates of the nobility, payable within eight days under penalty of
the sale of their personal property. He employed their Ortho-
dox peasants against the Polish Catholic landlords. While he
disarmed the whole population he created armed bodies of peas-
ants and sent them in pursuit of insurgents, promising a bounty
for each prisoner. He distributed the possessions of insurgent
nobles among the peasants, giving preference to those that had
distinguished themselves in the campaign of repression. All in-
surgents taken with arms upon their persons were executed
within 24 hours, and mourning for them was forbidden. Land-
lords were ordered to remain on their estates and were
made responsible for every act of insurrection within their
domain.

When the insurrection was put down, Mouravief began to
Russianize Lithuania. In February, 1864, he declared Russian
the only official language; he then closed the Polish bookstores
and publishing houses, and forbade the building or repairing of
Catholic churches without special permission. Later he ordered
that Catholic religious instruction should be given in Russian.
The Polish language and the Roman alphabet were forbidden
even in private life; it was a crime for a tradesman to answer a
customer in Polish. Mouravief was nicknamed by the Poles
"the butcher of Wilna'1; but the Russian patriots extolled
him ancl established a national holiday in memory of the
deliverance of Lithuania and the subjugation of the Pgrfish
nobility.                                                                    f *

In the southwestern provinces the Russian governors/crushed
the Polish movement by similar processes, arresting tbf patriotic